Los ANGELES CITY COLLEGE FOUNDATION

BOARD MEETING MINUTES OCTOBER 28, 2025

LOCATION: LACC Foundation Conference Room

855 N Vermont Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90029

ZOOM INFORMATION
Dial: (669) 900-6833 Meeting ID: 898 7668 8714 Password: 675350
https://laccd.zoom.us/j/898766887142pwd=29dgkITIxcHXFCkkOISbKQILatgvsw.1

TIME: 12:00 P.M.

MINUTES

Attendance:

Members Present: Robert Schwartz (Chairman); Marvin Hoffman (Immediate Past Chairman) via Zoom; Edward Dilkes (Vice Chairman); Julie
Stromberg (Secretary); Danny Chan (Treasurer); Mary Gallagher; Gregory Goeckner; Mike Harriel; Margaret Martin DrPH, MPH.; Jerrod McClung
via Zoom; DJ Moore; Michael Morgan via Zoom; Robert Reeves; Alex Swart; Gerard Tamparong; Berj Tashjian, MPA; Dr. Amanuel Gebru (LACC
President); and Martha Esparza (Associate Executive Director)

Members Absent: David Ambroz; Joan Dangerfield; Dean Hansell; Fariba Kalantari; Bob Winters (Treasurer); Charlotte Bland (Advisory Group);
Sandra Cuneo (Advisory Group); Anna Le (President Academic Senate); Maria Reisch (Emeriti Association); Jeff Zarrinnam (Member-at-Large);
David Ryu, and Lisa C. Nashua (Executive Director)

Guests: Shannon Carter (VP, LACC Administrative Services); Dr. Olga Diaz (VP, LACC Student Services); Maryel Giron (Guardian Scholars Program);
Derek Kellman (Angeles Investments); Sobia Khan (VP, LACC Academic Affairs); Howard Perlow (Angeles Investments); Helen Khachatryan; and
Silvia Martinez

CALL TO ORDER R. SCHWARTZ
a) The meeting was called to order by Board Chair Robert Schwartz at 12:08 p.m., following confirmation that a
quorum was present.

INTRODUCTION & WELCOME OF GUESTS D. CHAN/M. ESPARZA
a) Lamaya McCollins (Student)
i) Martha Esparza introduced Lamaya McCollins, an LACC student, who shared her personal journey and
expressed appreciation for the academic, financial, and personal support she received through Los Angeles
City College and Foundation-supported programs.
(1) Board members and College President Dr. Amanuel Gebru congratulated Ms. McCollins on her academic
progress and upcoming graduation.
b) Angeles Investment Advisors
i) Danny Chanintroduced representatives from Angeles Investment Advisors, including Howard Perlow, CEO &
Co-Founder, and Derek Kellman, Investment Officer.
(1) Mr. Perlow and Mr. Kellman provided an overview of the firm’s background, investment philosophy, and
experience working with foundations and endowments, and expressed their interest in partnering with the
Foundation.

GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE - ITEMS TAKEN OUT OF ORDER
At the request of the Board Chair, Governance Committee items were taken out of order to allow participation by
nominees.
a) Renee Martinez - Candidate for Board Membership
i) Motion: Alex Swart moved to approve Renee Martinez for membership on the Board of Directors.
i) Second: Margaret Martin
i) Discussion: Renee Martinez introduced herself and summarized her extensive background in higher education
leadership and nonprofit governance.


https://laccd.zoom.us/j/89876688714?pwd=Z9dqklTlxcHXFCkkOISbKQILat9v5w.1

iv)

(1) Board members commented on the value of her institutional knowledge and experience.
Vote: Motion carried unanimously. Ms. Martinez was welcomed to the LACC Foundation Board.

IV.  FINANCE & INVESTMENT COMMITTEE - ITEM TAKEN OUT OF ORDER D. CHAN/G. TAMPARONG
a) Financial Advisor Manager Recommendation

i)

vi)

Danny Chan presented the committee’s recommendation following a comprehensive Request for Proposals
(RFP) process.

Danny Chan and Gerard Tamparong summarized the evaluation process, including scoring methodology,
interviews, and final deliberations. The committee unanimously recommended Angeles Investment Advisors as
the Foundation’s new financial advisor.

Motion: Margaret Martin moved to approve the Finance & Investment Committee’s recommendation to retain
Angeles Investment Advisors as the Los Angeles City College Foundation’s financial advisor.

Second: Robert Schwartz

Discussion: Board members discussed fees, scope of services, and transition considerations. Appreciation was
expressed to the committee for its extensive work on the RFP process.

Vote: Motion carried unanimously.

V.  APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS
a) The following consent agenda items were presented after completion of the out-of-order items:

i) Minutes of July 29, 2025, Meeting
i) Swap Meet
i) Financials and Credit Card statements through September 2025
iv) Motion: Marvin Hoffman moved to approve all consent agenda items as presented
v) Second: DJ Moore
vi) Vote: Motion carried unanimously.
VI. COLLEGE PRESIDENT’S REPORT - ITEM MOVED UP A. GEBRU

To accommodate the President’s schedule, this item was taken out of order.
a) Dr. Amanuel Gebru provided a comprehensive update addressing:

)
i)
i)
iv)
)
vi)

Enrollment growth (9% overall; 12% increase in headcount)
Introduction of new senior leadership team members
Student transfer initiatives and university partnerships
Student Housing Planning and Community Town Hall
Campus construction projects and timelines

Budget challenges and cost-containment strategies

vii) Support and protections for undocumented students
viii) Campus morale, wellness initiatives, and community engagement efforts

VIl.  ASSOCIATE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT M. ESPARZA
a) Martha Esparza reported on recent Foundation activities, including:

b)

i)
i)
if)

Participation in the LACCD State of the District event

Hosting of the Golden Globe Foundation grantee convening at LACC

Development updates and recent gifts and grants supporting journalism and Guardian Scholars programs

(1) Follow up with Mark Tarasaki regarding posthumous recognition of his mother at the gala

(2) Martha to call board members who haven't yet pledged to the CTE Hidden Costs campaign to secure
$25,000 collective commitment from the board

iv) Upcoming Nick Beck Investigative Journalism Series event
COMMITTEE AND WORKING GROUP & PROGRAM REPORTS - ITEM TAKEN OUT OF ORDER

i)

GUARDIAN SCHOLARS PROGRAM M. GIRON/R. REEVES
(1) Martha Esparza introduced Maryel Giron, Guardian Scholars Program representative who addressed the
Board and provided an overview of the program’s current status and impact.
(a) Ms. Giron discussed services provided to foster youth students, recent grant support, and the
importance of continued Foundation investment to ensure student retention, basic needs support, and
successful degree completion.



(b) Board members expressed appreciation for the update and acknowledged the critical role the Guardian
Scholars Program plays in supporting vulnerable student populations.

i) DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE R. SCHWARTZ
(1) The Development Committee will meet to discuss the capital campaign, marketing, and other development
matters.
iii) ADDITIONAL GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE ACTIONS R. SCHWARTZ

(1) Treasurer Appointment and Signatory Authority
(a) Motion: Ed Dilkes moved to approve Danny Chan as Treasurer of the LACC Foundation and to authorize
signatory rights.
(b) Second: Marvin Hoffman.
(c) Vote: Motion carried unanimously.
(2) Emeritus Board Status — Bob Winters
(a) Motion: Ed Dilkes moved to approve Bob Winters for Emeritus Board status and to formally recognize
his 55 years of service to the Foundation.
(b) Second: Marvin Hoffman
(c) Vote: Motion carried unanimously.

The open session was adjourned at 1:18 PM. and the Board entered Closed Session for Conference with Legal Counsel.

VIll.  CLOSED SESSION R. SCHWARTZ
a) CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL—ANTICIPATED LITIGATION
Significant exposure to litigation pursuant to Section 54956.9(d)(2): (1 case)
i) The Board entered Closed Session to discuss: - Conference with Legal Counsel - Anticipated Litigation,
pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9(d)(2) (one case).

The Board reconvened in Open Session. No reportable action was taken.

IX. FOUNDATION CHAIR’S REPORT R. SCHWARTZ
a) 2025 BOARD DUES & 2025 CONFLICT OF INTEREST FORM
i) Robert reminded members of the requirement to submit: - 2025 Board of Directors dues - 2025 Conflict of
Interest disclosure forms

X. PUBLIC COMMENTS
a) None

XI.  ADJOURNMENT AND NEXT MEETING
a) The next meeting of the Board will be the annual meeting on December 11, 2025 at 12:00 PM
b) The meeting was adjourned at 1:40 P.M.
c) 2025 meetings calendar were included in the email distribution.

Approved by:  Julie Stromberg, Secretary



